Hiran Khana, one of which was successful in making
a breach. At 5.50 Havelock, who was in charge of
these operations, gave word to sound the Advance,
and the note of the bugle was followed by cheers
from the columns of assault, for the men were glad
to be at work in the open again.
In a few minutes both the steam-engine house
and the Hiran Khana were occupied, in spite of the
severe fire from the Kaisarbagh, and there was
nothing of importance but the old 52nd Mess
House and the Moti Mahal palace between the
garrison and the relieving force. That night a new
battery was thrown up in advance of the steam-
engine house. The 8-inch howitzer and two heavy
guns with which it was armed had to be man-
handled, for the last of the bullocks were to be
killed on the following day.
By 9.50 on the morning of the 17th November,
Sir" Colin's heavy guns were in action in the direction
of the Shah Najaf, and -the Mess House was bom-
barded by rockets from the relieving force and by
shells from either side. By about 5 P.M., the musketry
from the Mess House being silenced, the building
was occupied and a regimental colour appeared on the
roof, it was shot down by the enemy and replaced;
shot down, replaced, and shot down again; and
propped up a third time on its broken staff.
Soon both Indian and European troops were run-
ning the gauntlet of the fire from the Kaisarbagh to
attack the Moti Mahal, and after sapping their way
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